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“ICTs as the tools for everyone to achieve dignity and freedom” 

Reported live on UNTV 

PRESENTATION 

The digital era offers new and powerful tools anyone can use: mobiles, tablet, devices, computers, TV 

streaming, cameras, 3D makers, remote services, all fully connected by increasing broadband and able to 

interact with others worldwide. This means the reach of unimaginable advances in just one generation.  

This powerful revolution opens new spaces of freedom for each person in the planet to preserve and 

empower his dignity and creativity. However, not all of this is automatic and it has to be achieved by 

employing these tools correctly, conscious of their capabilities and of the ecosystem where the ICTs are being 

used. In fact, these tools are often pushed into use by companies and orientated towards specific tasks that 

not always correspond to social needs. One of the major disadvantages is the improper and inefficient use of 

ICTs, such as the fact that free access and free expression are often not guaranteed worldwide. Moreover, 

the web, this maelstrom, is full of risks and an individual can be captured into its net and used without him 

knowing. Tools can be constructed too to have their options restricted, in term of obsolescence, fields of 

applications or remote controls. The main telecommunication structure reproduces the conservative status 

quo of the world political-financial asset. 

The UN 2030 agenda is our magnetic compass towards the construction of the future and constitutes the 

commitments in the hand of Nations to build their society in a more equitable and people-oriented way. A 

new vision is created, and the role of UN is empowered, along with its responsibility to drive the digital 

process in order to reach the SDGs as soon as possible. 

ICTs will play a primary role, not only in terms of technology, but also in terms of their capacity to change the 

paradigm, to solve atavistic problems, linking up people and community giving them a voice.  ICTs are now 

pervasive in all aspects of our lives, and it will be more and more so in the near future. We need to understand 

the nature of the process and fix the rules in order to preserve the road map of dignity.  

We need to create new global infrastructures, such as a universal platform as Ban Ki-moon suggests in his 

declaration “Roadmap to dignity by 2030”.  

This platform will involve the knowledge and leading competencies of the major worldwide institutions, in 

order to provide adequate services to Nations, communities, especially poor and needy ones. The UN itself 

is the major authoritative engine of eminent scientists, economists, technicians, doctors, and the like; it could 

be a strong and powerful engine furnishing solutions on demand for the most needy. 

Infopoverty, devoted to the fight against poverty through ICTs has achieved, in 15 years of activity, a large 

number of results in term of solutions and best practices. The Infopoverty World Conference, held at the UN 

headquarters in New York, has registered more than 500 speakers and presented more than 300 best 

practices, carried out by the participants of the program: 

 The Infopoverty Digital Services Global Platform, validated by the ECOSOC in 2013 in Geneva, allows the 

Services Users to receive promptly from the Services Providers – Universities and international Research 
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Centers – solutions, and assistance to Developing Countries entering into the food security e-service 

program, taking advantage from the different intervention systems connected with different fields of 

action; 

• The eMedMed Project for telemedicine, considered as a practical example of cooperation and 

collaboration between the two Mediterranean shores, validated by the UN and presented at the latest 

Euromediterranean Conference in Catania. The Project is based on the use of ICTs to address health-care 

gaps identified as critical by partner medical institutions in Egypt, Libya, Morocco and Tunisia, improve 

quality of and accessibility to services, and extend health-care to excluded populations, introducing 

internationally recognized protocols that aim at tackling long-standing bottlenecks and therefore 

producing durable results, through a digital re-engineering of a set of health services.  

• The World Food Security e-Center as post EXPO Milano 2015 legacy, with eminent centers of excellences 

as Services Providers (academic and scientific Institutions) for the Countries and communities in need able 

to contribute in reducing the causes of conflicts based on the competition for natural and agricultural 

resources (food security) through high quality and ad hoc e-services, guaranteeing instant solutions to the 

arrived aid requests. 

In presenting the 16th Infopoverty World Conference, we call on all the main scientists, stakeholders and 

Institutions to take a step further, in order to overcome the phase of experimentation and operate worldwide 

utilizing digital terms. There should be no more reservations regarding the value of ICTs, no more delays, 

because any ambiguity provokes diversions, hidden interests, particular involutions that can cause implosion 

by the prevalence of private and limited priorities, in place of the social purposes proclaimed in the SDGs 

declaration. 

Now is the time to show how ICTs can work properly to reach the SDGs. 

Everyone, from young people starting up to the top companies or organizations, NGOs and academia, has 

some digital solutions to propose in the frame, whether small or great: a piece of the mosaic that we want 

to compose at the UN Headquarters, on April 14-15, 2016, in order to give a substantial acceleration to the 

SDGs.  
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AGENDA 

April 14, 2016 – Plenary Session 

New York, UN Headquarters 

Conference Room 12 

10:00-10:30 – Opening Session 

General Introduction 

10:30-11:30 – First Session 

DIGITAL SERVICES FOR SDGs ACHIEVEMENT: THE TASK OF THE GLOBAL PLATFORM 

In order to achieve the SDGs, it is now necessary to provide efficient tools for an action monitoring and coordinating. The system can 

express all its competencies and action capabilities only through a tailored platform like the one suggested by Secretary-General Ban 

ki-Moon, which could provide real time information, data and services, oriented to the growth of less developed countries and on 

climate change, enhancing synergy with the civil society and the appointed institutions. 

 

11:30-13:00 – Second Session 

E-SERVICES GLOBAL PLATFORM APPLICATION FOR SDG2. 

EMEDMED PROJECT: THE TELEMEDICINE HUB FOR EMERGENCY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN AREA 

Following the hierarchy of SDGs, and putting as the historical core of the Conference SDG1 on fighting poverty, we now take into 

consideration the second goal, focused on health, and the ways to accelerate its achievement. eMedMed is large telemedicine initiative 

activated in five Mediterranean countries in order to face the biblical exodus of population ensuring an efficient health security level 

to all. 

 

14:30-16:00 – Third Session 

THE ROLE OF ICTs IN THE 2030 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AGENDA 

SAMOA PATHWAY: THE INFOPOVERTY CONTRIBUTION 

ICT4SIDS OPERATIONAL DEMONSTRATION PROJECT 

The Samoa Pathway represents a challenge to provide the basic e-services for health, food security, learning and job creation as soon 

as possible through the global platform, which is now able to solve the lack of infrastructure and competence in the less developed 

countries, under the demand emerging from the countries and the isolated communities. 

 

16:00-17:00 – Fourth Session 

FOR A UN-PUBLIC-PRIVATE-NGO AND ACADEMIA INTERCHANGE 

This session aims at taking stock of the situation on common aspects between the public and private sectors, the academia and the 

United Nations, which has revealed some discontinuities in the past, also due to the acceleration of the innovation flux which can 

both create and destroy new opportunities. Cooperation is more than ever necessary to concretely take part in the achievement of 

SDGs. 
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17:00-18:00 – Interactive Dialogue 

COALITION BUILDING - COLLABORATION DEVELOPMENT - STRATEGIC DISCUSSIONS 

 

April 15, 2016 

New York, UN Headquarters 

Conference Room 12 

10.00-11:30 

Milan, European Parliament Office 

Video Conference Room, Palazzo delle Stelline 

16.00-17:30 

Fifth Session  

THE LEGACY OF EXPO MILANO 2015 – THE WORLD FOOD SECURITY E-CENTRE: DIGITAL SERVICES SHARING 

KNOWLEDGE AND COMPETENCE TO FIGHT HUNGER 

The World Food Security e-Center aims to increase the capacity of management of the agro-alimentary development process, 

enhancing the centers of excellence in this field as “services providers” for the countries and the communities as “services users” in 

need of help, by means of a dedicated platform. This project has been developed as EXPO Legacy, further increasing the heritage gained 

by Expo, acting in perfect synchrony with other scientific-technologic and academic initiatives, eventually in program. To develop the 

Project an Organizing Committee has been established, including FAO, Milan Municipality, Lombardy Region; Scientific Committee for 

Expo 2015; University of Milan, Polytechnic of Milan. 

New York, UN Headquarters 

Conference Room 12 

11:30-12:30 – Sixth Session 

IS GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN ALREADY ACHIEVED IN ICTs? 

 

12:30-13:00 

CONCLUSIVE ROUNDTABLE and ENDORSEMENT OF THE FINAL DECLARATION OF THE 16th IWC 

to formulate the results of the Conference and define them in the traditional final declaration, which will be delivered to the entire 

UN-Systems and the Governments. 

13:30-15:30 

6th SIGNS OF CHANGE / 13th UNAFF TRAVELING FILM FESTIVAL 

Presented by UNAFF, OCCAM, IFTC-UNESCO 
moderated by 

Jasmina Bojic, Founder and Director, UNAFF/UNAFF Traveling Film Festivals 

I Am Able 

Directors/Producers: Isaac 

Seigel-Boettner, Jacob Seigel-

Boettner 

The Girls Of The Taliban 

Director: Najibullah Quraishi 
Producer: Jamie Doran 

Havana Curveball 
Directors/Producers: Ken Schneider, 
Marcia Jarmel  
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HISTORY OF THE CONFERENCE 

Infopoverty World Conference 2001 "Possible Solutions" 

• Official launch of the Infopoverty Programme 

• Creation of two ICT Village in Honduras, in the communities of San Ramon and San Francisco Lempira 

after Hurricane Mitch 

Infopoverty World Conference 2002 "From possible solution to action" 

• Creating Community Center of Access in the two communities in Honduras 

• Delivery of the first e-services for distance education and training 

Infopoverty World Conference 2003 "New tools and best practices" 

• Creation of an ICT Village in Meiss el Jabal, Lebanon, in support of the  peacekeeping actions of the United 

Nations 

• Agreement with the ITU and the Navajo Nation for the creation of a portal for the indigenous community 

Navajo 

Infopoverty World Conference 2004 "New frontiers of ICTs : services for development" 

• Launch of the Infopoverty Institute at the University of Oklahoma 

• Development of ICT Village Model for the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) , Tunis 2005 

Infopoverty World Conference 2005 "New frontiers of ICTs: services for development" 

• Implementation of ICT Village in the community of Borj Touil in Tunisia 

• Launch of the Ville-Village Programme,to twin cities of developed countries with villages of emerging 

countries 

Infopoverty World Conference 2006 "Fighting poverty to create prosperity for all" 

• Implementation of ICT Village in Sambaina , Madagascar, proclaimed Millennium Village by the United 

Nations  

• Collaboration with Jeffrey Sachs for the Madagascar National Plan 

Infopoverty World Conference 2007 "Harnessing the use of ICTs towards the Millennium Development 

Goals" 

• Start of the Ville- Village Project, twinning Sambaina (Madagascar) and Lodi ( Italy ), which benefits 1,500 

students and 300 adults in Madagascar 

• E-health training  to 85 people in Madagascar on the use of ultrasound technology, including doctors, 

nurses and midwives 

Infopoverty World Conference 2008 "Low-cost - smart technologies to fight poverty and save the planet" 

• Creation  of  theInfopoverty Satellite  Platform  of  e-services,  able  to provide  Broad Band connection to 

ICT Villages and other projects related to the ICT4D  

• First Infopoverty Exhibition at the Milan Fair 

Infopoverty World Conference 2009 "ICTs ' good use, abuse, refuse towards the MDGs" 

• Creation of the Infopoverty Network of Villages in Africa and Latin America 
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• Diffusion of the Ville-Village Model project 

• Support to 23 initiatives presented during the Conference 

• Infopoverty Exhibition at the ECOSOC Innovation Fair in Geneva 

Infopoverty World Conference 2010 "How the digital revolution can defeat poverty and Achieve the 

MDGs" 

• Launch of the telemedicine project for the community of Mahobong in Lesotho 

• Launch of e- agriculture project for the community of Mahobong in Lesotho 

• Launch of e-commerce project for the community of Villa El Salvador in Peru 

• Infopoverty Seminar at the UN Commission on Science and Technologies for Development, Geneva 

Infopoverty World Conference 2011 "E-services : new paradigms for development and the achievement of 

the MDGs" 

• Support for 30 projects and actions promoted by the participants of the Conference 

• Creation of an ad hoc committee responsible for the actions of: networking with the major service 

providers; training; scientific support, identification and creation of devices in wireless technology for 

enabling e-services in remote communities. 

Infopoverty World Conference 2012 "Who drives the digital revolution" 

• Launch of the Euro-Mediterranean Platform of Digital Services 

• Collaboration for the definition of the National Digital Plan with the governments of Liberia , Lesotho, 

Ecuador and Ethiopia 

Infopoverty World Conference 2013 "Information Technology - Innovation for national building and the 

empowerment of people" 

• Activation of the Global Platform for Digital Services 

• Creation of a network of service providers in the fields of telemedicine, food security and e-learning 

• Promotion of the eMedMed to the Union for the Mediterranean, to support the process of 

democratization following the Arab Spring 

Infopoverty World Conference 2014 :“How the digital innovations can accelerate the achievement of the 

Millennium Development Goals and help launch the Sustainable Development Goals” 

• Launch of the telemedicine eMedMed  projects on Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, Libya,  

• Promotion of the Food Security World E-Center in the ambit of Milan EXPO 2015 

• Support to the small island program on E-learning for all  

• Elaboration of the Timor Lest digital Center for Development 
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REGISTRATION 
If you are interested in participating as speaker in the 16th Infopoverty World Conference, please fill 

out the form at bit.ly/iwcregform and contact us at occam@occam.org  

 

CONTACTS 

General Coordination: OCCAM 

Piazza Duomo, 21 

20121 MILANO 

Italy 

Tel. +39 02 86991392 | Fax +39 02.8057573 

occam@occam.org 

www.occam.org | www.infopoverty.net 

www.facebook.com/occam.milano 

www.twitter.com/occam_milano 

 

USA representative: Gloria Kins 

131 E 66th St., New York 

Tel. +01 212 628-1743 | Fax +01 212 288-6848 

Infopoverty Institute: Dr. John Steffens 

University of Oklahoma 

Tel. (405)-596-3925 | steffens@ou.edu 

 

 

UN Representative in NY: Toshihiko Murata 

toshi@muratas.org  

UN Representative in Geneva: Inge Leutscher 

P.O. Box 265 

CH-1201 Geneva 21 

Switzerland 

il@excellence-international.ch

  

For further information, see also 

www.infopoverty.net, UN WebTV website and tinyurl.com/IWC-eBook 

http://bit.ly/iwcregform
mailto:occam@occam.org
mailto:occam@occam.org
http://www.occam.org/
http://www.infopoverty.net/
http://www.facebook.com/occam.milano
http://www.twitter.com/occam_milano
mailto:steffens@ou.edu
mailto:toshi@muratas.org
mailto:il@excellence-international.ch
http://www.infopoverty.net/
http://bit.ly/iwcwebtv
http://tinyurl.com/IWC-eBook

